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Advance Praise 
“A gorgeous, midnight-hued homage to Southern Gothic tradition.” 

—O, the Oprah Magazine

“Reading these poems, I think of  the photographs of  Diane Arbus. . . . 
The poetry of  Blue Yodel is not easy. It presents uncomfortable truths and 
leaves us to wrestle with them on our own.” 

—Carl Phillips, from the Foreword

“Ansel Elkins’s writing is spare, musical, and sophisticated, and it anchors 
her powerful imagination, her phantasmagoric landscapes and stories, her 
wild figurations, her Southernism, and her moral ardor. These are poems 
poised by the discipline of  the mind and perfected by the restlessness of  
the spirit.” 

—Vijay Seshadri, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of  3 Sections: Poems

“A wonderful piece of  work. Big, complicated, and with language that 
sings. I found myself  waking up with stanzas repeating in the back of  my 
head.” 

—Dorothy Allison, author of  Bastard Out of  Carolina
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About Ansel
Ansel Elkins is the author of   
Blue Yodel, which won the 2014 Yale 
Series of  Younger Poets Prize. Her 
poems have appeared in The American 
Scholar, The Believer, Oxford American, 
Parnassus, Virginia Quarterly Review,  
and elsewhere. She has received  
fellowships from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, the  
North Carolina Arts Council,  
and the American Antiquarian  
Society, as well as a “Discovery”/ 
Boston Review award. In 2014 she was 
The Paris Review Writer-in- 
Residence at the Standard East  
Village. Born in Anniston, Alabama, 
she was educated at Sarah Lawrence 
College and the University of  North 
Carolina at Greensboro.

To inquire about Ansel’s availability for speaking engagements,  
please contact Vaughan Ashlie Fielder at The Field Office: fielder@fieldofficeagency.com


